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HONORING MARGARET RESNICK 

AS ILLINOIS PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION ASSOCIATION’S PROFES-
SIONAL OF THE YEAR 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Illinois Parks and Recreation Asso-
ciation’s Professional of the Year, Margaret 
Resnick. The award is given to professionals 
working in parks and recreation who have had 
an impact on their communities. Margaret 
works with other civic leaders to provide cost- 
effective services for the community. 

Since 2007, Margaret has led the Mundelein 
Parks and Recreation District as director. Her 
smart financial management and search for al-
ternative funding and grants has allowed the 
Park District to thrive. Margaret has brought 
innovation and technological improvements to 
the programs and services in Mundelein. Due 
to her efforts, parks have expanded, and par-
ticipation has increased. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Resnick is an inspir-
ing community leader who has been creative 
and practical in providing parks and recreation 
services to the residents of Mundelein, Illinois. 
I am proud to celebrate her as the Profes-
sional of the Year and look forward to her con-
tinued service and leadership in the commu-
nity. 

f 

HONORING JAHNAVI MURTHY OF 
SOUTH RIDING 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate and honor Jahnavi Murthy of 
South Riding, a young student from my district 
who has achieved national recognition for ex-
emplary volunteer service in her community. 
The 2016 Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program, an annual honor conferred 
on the most impressive student volunteers in 
each state and the District of Columbia, has 
named Ms. Murthy as one of their top hon-
orees in Virginia. 

Ms. Murthy has earned recognition for her 
input in co-funding an organization with her 
brother called, ‘‘Feed Hungry People.’’ After 
her work to begin this organization, ‘‘Feed 
Hungry People’’ has been able to raise 
$24,000. Each month, this organization sends 
nonperishable meal packs to impoverished 
areas including Zambia, Panama, Haiti and 
the Philippines. 

It is vital that we encourage the kind of self-
less contribution this young citizen has made. 
People of all ages need to think more about 
how we, as individuals, can work together at 
the local level to ensure the health and vitality 
of our towns and neighborhoods. Young vol-
unteers like Ms. Murthy are inspiring examples 
to all of us. 

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
was created by Prudential Financial in partner-
ship with the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals in 1995 to impress 
upon all youth volunteers the importance of 

their contributions and to inspire other young 
people to follow their example. 

I heartily applaud Ms. Murthy for her initia-
tive in seeking to make our community a bet-
ter place to live, and for the positive impact 
she has had on the lives of others. Her ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and 
do—play important roles in our communities, 
and that America’s community spirit continues 
to hold tremendous promise for the future. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT MARCUS 
WRIGHT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable law en-
forcer, Sergeant Marcus Wright of Byram, Mis-
sissippi. 

Sergeant Wright grew up in Morton, Mis-
sissippi. He graduated from Morton High 
School in 1994. He moved to Jackson, Mis-
sissippi and began his law enforcement career 
by attending the Jackson Police Training 
Academy from which he graduated with hon-
ors in 2001. After graduation, he continued 
with JPD as a Patrolman, was promoted to 
Detective in 2003 and began work in the Vice 
and Narcotics Unit. In 2004, he completed his 
training with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion to become a Crisis/Hostage Negotiator. In 
2005 he was selected to be part of the Dig-
nitary Protection Team that protected the 
Mayor of the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 
Since 2011, he has proudly served with the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Office as a Sergeant, 
head of the Internal Affairs Division and now 
in the Patrol Division. Sergeant Wright has re-
ceived extensive training during his career and 
has been awarded several commendations for 
his outstanding performance and dedication in 
the line of duty, and most recently receiving 
the Officer of the Year Award for 2014. He 
also serves as a Master Mason in the New 
Home Masonic Lodge Number 261. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sergeant Marcus Wright for his 
dedication to serving our great state of Mis-
sissippi. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WENDY 
MACKENZIE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Wendy Mac-
kenzie, who has dedicated much of her pro-
fessional life to supporting women’s right to 
choose and electing more pro-choice women 
to office. Tonight she is being honored for her 
work by Eleanor’s Legacy, an extraordinary or-
ganization that is dedicated to electing pro- 
choice Democratic women in New York State. 
Her commitment, enthusiasm, and generous 
use of personal resources have helped count-
less women candidates succeed. She has 
helped women break barriers, persevere and 
make a difference. 

Ms. Mackenzie is a public affairs and public 
relations consultant. In this role, she has 
worked with clients as diverse as Chemical 
Bank, community development groups, arts or-
ganizations, and Planned Parenthood. 

Ms. Mackenzie serves as Executive Director 
of New York ChoicePac, a bi-partisan pro- 
choice committee for New York State, which 
has distributed over a quarter of a million dol-
lars to over 70 candidates in less than 10 
years. 

For almost ten years, Ms. Mackenzie head-
ed the New York office for the non-partisan 
Women’s Campaign Fund (WCF), which 
works to elect women who are dedicated to 
working together and forging solutions. WCF 
supports candidates running at every level, 
from the school board to Congress. For two 
years she served as National Co-Chair for 
WCF. Currently, she is Co-Chair of WCF’s 
Women’s Campaign Research Fund. 

Ms. Mackenzie currently serves as a Vice- 
Chair of the Board of Planned Parenthood of 
New York City (PPNYC), and Chair of 
PPNYC’s Public Affairs Committee. She joined 
the board in 1991 and served as Board Chair 
from 1998–2000. 

Ms. Mackenzie is also a member of the Ad-
visory Committee of the New York Women’s 
Foundation. She also serves on the Board of 
Advocates for the Citizens’ Committee for 
Children of New York and on the board of 
Family Planning Advocates in Albany. Ms. 
Mackenzie has also worked with Family Plan-
ning Advocates NARAL Pro-Choice America 
and the NARAL Pro-Choice America Founda-
tion. Ms. Mackenzie is a Director at the Vira 
I. Heinz Endowment, which supports a wide 
variety of organizations devoted to arts and 
culture; children, youth and families; economic 
opportunity; education; and the environment. 

Born in London, Ms. Mackenzie graduated 
from Radcliffe College in 1955, attended Car-
negie Tech (now Carnegie Mellon) Drama 
School, and studied anthropology at Columbia 
University. While bringing up her two children, 
she worked in the theatre as an actress, exec-
utive assistant and casting director. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the extraordinary work of Wendy 
Mackenzie, a New York woman who makes a 
difference. 

f 

HONORING ANNABELLE SCOUT 
GUNASEKARA 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I am happy to 
congratulate my Chief of Staff, Surya 
Gunasekara and his wife Mandy, on the birth 
of their daughter, Annabelle Scout 
Gunasekara. She was born at 11:16 a.m., on 
February 18, 2016 in Washington, DC. I would 
also like to congratulate their son, Rico 
Rhyder Gunasekara, on becoming a big broth-
er who welcomed his baby sister to the world 
with an enthusiastic Ole Miss cheer, ‘‘Hotty 
Toddy.’’ 

Annabelle Scout is 8 pounds and 3 ounces 
of pride and joy to her loving grandparents, 
Ada and Michael McGrevey of Decatur, Mis-
sissippi, and Brett and Susanne Conrad of 
Santa Monica, California. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:16 Feb 24, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23FE8.008 E23FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE188 February 23, 2016 
I am so excited for this new blessing to the 

Gunasekara family and wish them all the best 
on their future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ELAINE MCCONNELL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the life of my friend, 
Elaine McConnell. Elaine led a life of public 
service and dedicated her career to serving 
others in our community. Elaine is a Jackson-
ville, Florida native, but first moved to Fairfax 
County in 1961. Shortly thereafter, she took 
an interest in public service and safety. Elaine 
served as Springfield District Supervisor for 24 
years and championed the construction of the 
world class McConnell Public Safety Transpor-
tation and Operations Center. She was a 
staunch advocate of transportation initiatives 
and went on to serve as the Chair of the 
Northern Virginia Transportation Board. Many 
know her as the ‘‘mother’’ of the Virginia Rail-
way Express because of her leadership as a 
founding board member. VRE serves an aver-
age of 20,000 riders per day and may not 
exist without Elaine’s lifelong dedication to 
transportation infrastructure in the region. Most 
recently, Elaine served on the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority Board as an ap-
pointee of Governor McDonnell. 

Beyond her involvement in transportation 
initiatives, Elaine was the founder and CEO of 
Accotink Academy, an education center which 
serves children with learning disabilities 
throughout the region. She gained national ac-
claim for her study and work of handwriting 
and math disorders. The school has grown to 
400 students and also opened a second loca-
tion in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Outside of 
her volunteer work, she was an avid piano 
player and cook. Elaine will be greatly missed 
by her husband, Mac, and their three children, 
Susan, Mark, and Matthew, nine grand-
children, and five great-grandchildren. I am 
honored to recognize Elaine today for her out-
standing display of commitment to our com-
munity. She was a true public servant and will 
be missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her. 

f 

WESTERRA CREDIT UNION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Westerra Credit Union for 
receiving the Large Business of the Year 
award from The West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. 

In 1934, eight visionary leaders organized a 
not-for-profit financial cooperative, whose pur-
pose was to put the members first when offer-
ing financial services and to treat them as val-
ued owners. 

Following mergers and a name change in 
the early 2000s, the now Westerra Credit 
Union ranks among the top 150 credit unions 
in the United States and serves more than 
95,000 members. 

During 80 plus years of operation, 
Westerra’s ‘‘people helping people’’ philosophy 
continues to benefit communities across the 
country by providing fundraising and grant pro-
grams. These programs provide money for 
school art supplies, sports fees and after- 
school activities. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Westerra Credit Union for their honor by The 
West Chamber. I have no doubt they will ex-
hibit the same commitment to the community 
in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRAD COOLEY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Brad Cooley for winning the 2016 
Congressional App Challenge for the Fourth 
Congressional District of Colorado. This com-
petition receives app submissions from high 
school students around the country, and seeks 
to recognize the nation’s best programming 
talent. 

Mr. Cooley designed Crunch Time, an app 
which allows the user to view wait times for 
restaurants in their area. It also allows the 
user to submit their wait time for restaurants 
they have visited. 

Entrepreneurs are the backbone of our 
economy and communities. It is the ingenuity 
and hard work Mr. Cooley embodied during 
this competition that makes America excep-
tional. He has shown true leadership in his 
school and community. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado, I extend my best wishes to 
Mr. Cooley as he pursues his future endeav-
ors. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Brad Cooley for winning the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Colorado’s Congressional 
App Challenge. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HAMILTON HIGH 
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1965 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class 
of 1965 is celebrating its fifty year anniversary 
today since its commencement as graduates 
of the DeKalb County, Georgia school system; 
and 

Whereas, some of the members of the 1965 
Class are here today, Brenda Anderson, Je-
rome Anderson, James Bugs, Annie Ruth 
Curney, Alice Collins, Josephine Crawley, 
Carolyn Davis, Ella Mae Crumley, Lucille Boyd 
Durden, David T. Griffin, Abel Johnson, Ora J. 
Lewis, Willie Martin, Gloria Sutton, Mattie Ruth 
Crawford Stroud, Jean Thomas, Audrey Swift 
Wilburn, Dorothy Morton Walker, Gladys Wil-
liams, Gwendolyn White, Johnny Williams, and 
Patricia Woods; and 

Whereas, these remarkable men and 
women have been educated in our local public 

schools, and after graduation have written 
their stories in assisting our nation to maintain 
greatness by becoming productive citizens, 
serving in our Armed Services, becoming 
small business owners, educators, mothers, 
fathers, civic leaders, civil servants and com-
munity advocates thus allowing our district to 
have pillars of wisdom and strength for many 
years to come; and 

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class 
of 1965 members are distinguished citizens of 
our district, they are spiritual warriors, persons 
of compassion, fearless leaders and servants 
to all, but most of all citizens that desire to im-
prove the lives of others; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Hamilton High 
School Class of 1965 as they celebrate their 
50th Anniversary in Clarkston, Georgia; Now 
therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do 
hereby proclaim October 3, 2015 as: The 
Hamilton High School Class of 1965 Day in 
the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of October, 2015. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. DAVE 
HENDERSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dave Henderson who passed away De-
cember 27, 2015, at the age of 57. 

Dave was born in Merced, California, on 
July 21, 1958. He attended Dos Palos High 
School and is the school’s most celebrated 
athlete. During his high schools years, he was 
a star baseball and football player. Dave led 
the Dos Palos High Broncos varsity football 
team to two Central Valley championships. He 
had great success as a football player, but 
Dave decided to progress as a baseball player 
and accepted a scholarship to play baseball at 
California State University, Fresno. 

In 1977, Dave was drafted number one 
overall by the Seattle Mariners, and his big 
league career began in 1981 as a center field-
er for the Mariners. Dave played for the Mari-
ners for six seasons. 

Baseball fans will best remember Dave for 
his two strike, two out, ninth inning, game- 
tying home run as a member of the Boston 
Red Sox. Thanks to his heroics, the Red Sox 
won Game five in extra innings and completed 
a comeback from a three to one American 
League Championship Series deficit to win the 
pennant, earning a trip to the 1986 World Se-
ries. 

Dave found his stride as a member of the 
Oakland Athletics where he played in three 
consecutive World Series and was a member 
of the 1989 World Series Champion team. He 
had career high statistics and was selected to 
be on the 1991 All-Star team. 

In 1994, Dave ended his career as a base-
ball player after playing 14 seasons with five 
teams, including the Seattle Mariners, Boston 
Red Sox, San Francisco Giants, Oakland Ath-
letics and Kansas City Royals. After retiring as 
player, Dave worked as a color analyst for the 
Seattle Mariners’ broadcasts. 

Dave was active in several philanthropic en-
deavors and believed that giving back was im-
portant. He raised money to support research 
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